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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — PRACTICAL COMPLETION 

342. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Health: 

Can the minister confirm that he took practical completion of the Perth Children’s Hospital on the basis that lead 
in the water was only a minor defect and would not unduly impact on the operation of the hospital? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 

I can confirm that we took practical completion because we took charge of the hospital site in order to fix up the 
previous government’s problems. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: The level of interest being shown by the other side is extraordinary, I must say, but can I just 
assure members opposite that we are seeking to resolve the assembly box issues because we want to make sure 
that this hospital is safe for the sick kids who will be using it. The problem with these particular assembly boxes 
is in all likelihood the chlorination events that caused the dezincification — 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, you are coming off the market. I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr R.H. COOK: The dezincification process was a result of the hyperchlorination that occurred in the building 
site under the watch of the previous government. That is the reason we are having to deal with these issues. The 
fact of the matter is that we took practical completion of this hospital because we wanted to get on site and stop 
the festering disputes and the ongoing conjecture about the site and the lead contamination in order to take control 
and resolve these issues. The question has to be raised again: Has the Leader of the Opposition or his office or his 
staff or others in opposition met with John Holland in order to try to prosecute these arguments? Whose side are 
they on in relation to this? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, please! 

Mr R.H. COOK: Has the member for Bateman or his office met with John Holland for instructions in relation to 
this question? 

Mr D.C. Nalder: I am asking this question. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I charge you, Minister for Water. I call you to order. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Let the record show that members opposite will refuse to answer about the dealings they have 
had with the contractor in trying to enter and run interference in this difficult contract process. The fact of the 
matter remains that we took practical completion of the site because we wanted to resolve the issues around it, and 
the ongoing conflict in relation to the dezincification of the brass fittings and the impact that is having on the 
quality of the water at that site. These are issues that the previous government refused to take charge of and refused 
to resolve, and we are continuing to take charge of this hospital site because we want to fix it, and fix up the 
previous government’s mess. 
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